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NEW THEATRE IN ARKANSAS MIXES
SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS AND
MODERN DESIGN

Fayetteville, AR - Nov. 3, 2020 - TheatreSquared, Northwest Arkansas’s only
year-round professional theatre, recently opened its new 50,000 square-foot
home in Fayetteville.

A project unlike any other in the American theatre community, the new
facility unites two state-of-the-art theatres, the company’s first dedicated
rehearsal space, offices, education and community space, on-site workshops
for scenery, props and costumes, eight dedicated guest artist apartments,



outdoor terraces at three levels, and an open-all-day café/bar on an active
corner between Fayetteville’s downtown square and the University of
Arkansas’s campus.

“With the support of the Walton Family Foundation’s Design Excellence
Program for the creation of excellent public buildings, we were able to work
with our 'dream team’ of architects and theatre designers in Marvel &
Charcoalblue,” TheatreSquared Executive Director Martin Miller said. “Our
community loves how it interfaces with the downtown, with approachable
but innovative organic materiality, transparency to the street, and an open-
to-all ethos.”

Built by Baldwin & Shell, board-formed architectural concrete wraps both
theatre volumes. The theatre's mainstage is designed for perfect acoustic
isolation and Marvel Architects and Charcoalblue’s innovatively designed
artistic spaces, far from hidden, actually project from the facade. The studio,
rehearsal space, and mainstage are all plainly visible from the street, so that
no matter where an observer stands outside, it's clear the building's purpose
is to create and experience live theatre. There is a nearby train that had been
a huge distraction when using the former facility, so the new theatre was
designed to be perfectly silent, from 24" walls to gaps between the steel and
concrete to keep vibrations from passing through. Even the HVAC was
designed to be completely silent. The stage and seating in the West theatre
were acoustically designed so a person speaking at a normal volume on stage
can be heard perfectly from any seat in the theater, even the balcony.

Designed for sustainability, the project exceeds national standards with
repurposed building materials, all-LED lights, furniture milled from trees on
site, enhanced commissioning, and efficient systems. Behind the building, the
outdoor patio serving T2’s new dedicated guest artists’ apartments is
constructed out of reclaimed brick from a 150-year old structure that once
stood near the old Fayetteville Depot. Arkansas pine board-formed concrete
and Kebony Shou Sugi Ban modified wood, charred by Delta Millworks, make
up the building’s fagade. After the concrete was poured, the pine was
repurposed as interior finishes in the Spring theatre and rehearsal room.

With the new TheatreSquared building as an anchor cultural asset, The City
of Fayetteville has now also received a grant through the Design Excellence
Program to design a series of open spaces within an interactive, 12-acre
Cultural Arts Corridor, creating a fully integrated arts district for the


https://www.baldwinshell.com/
https://marvelarchitects.com/work/theatresquared/121
https://www.charcoalblue.com/projects/theatresquared

community.

Kebony is a Norwegian company which aims to be the leading wood brand
and technology organization. Underpinned by proven timber modification
technologies, it produces an enhanced wood of a superior quality that is both
environmentally friendly and cost-effective.

The company's headquarters is based in Oslo, with its production facility in
Skien, South of Oslo. Currently employing about 60 people, Kebony has
subsidiaries in Norway, Denmark and Sweden, sales representatives in
Germany, France, UK and the US and a wide distribution network
internationally. Shareholders are leading the venture with private equity
investors from Germany, France, UK and Norway. The company has received
numerous awards for its environmentally friendly technology and innovation,
including its naming as a World Economic Forum Technology Pioneer.

The Kebony® technology permanently transforms sustainable wood species
such as pine into Kebony wood with features that are comparable, and in
some cases superior, to those of precious tropical hardwoods. This unique
environmentally friendly process is also a superior alternative to traditional
wood treatment based on impregnation with biocides (wood preservatives).
The company’s patent-protected production processes yield products that
deliver major improvements in durability and dimensional stability, at the
same time as being highly attractive. The Kebony products are suitable for a
multitude of applications and designs — encompassing both indoor and
outdoor applications.

Kebony’s mission is, through active innovation, quality thinking and
understanding of commercial possibilities; give the world beautiful, long
lasting and environmentally friendly wood products. The company will show
social responsibility and contribute to improvements of the environment in a
way that builds a better future.
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